
Join Us Today 
               Help us make a difference on #GivingTuesday. 

 

 
Dear Friend, 
 
Where were you on Wednesday, January 25, 2017? Were your children and 
family safely sleeping? Unfortunately, my son Dakota Leo James was not.  
He went missing at approximately 11:46pm, can you imagine the horror a 
parent goes through? 
 

Our Story… 
 
Our son, Dakota James, 23 went missing in Pittsburgh, PA on Wednesday, 
January 25, 2017 and his body was found in the Ohio River on Monday, 
March 6, 2017. He worked full-time, lived on his own, and was attending 
college full-time for his master’s in a city he loved. He was very active in 
swimming, running, biking, and loved music and dancing. He enjoyed life to 
the fullest and trusted everyone. His future included attending law school, 
traveling, getting married, and starting a family. 
 
Never in our wildest dreams did we ever think we would get the call to say, 
“your son is missing.”  Throughout the 40 days Dakota was missing, we 
repeatedly ran into red tape, unresponsive public officials, and conflicting 
policies from local agencies. We were left not knowing where to turn for help 
and struggled daily trying to find answers. 
 
With your help, we will continue to make improvements in placing 
surveillance cameras in high risk areas, bringing safety awareness to 
communities and helping the families of a missing person.  
 

Here are a few simple ideas for how you can participate: 
• Make a gift in honor of #GivingTuesday: https://bit.ly/2FkWv50 
• Volunteer with us: https://bit.ly/2KXwPgx 
• Help spread our word using the hashtag’s  

            #GivingTuesday    #KeepCommunitiesSafe    #DakotaMoments 
• Share photos demonstrating why our organization matters  

on your social platforms 
• Do something kind for someone else 

 
With your support, we can keep our children safe. 
 
Sincerely, 
Dakota James Foundation 

Dakota James Foundation 
240-367-0421 
dakotajamesfoundation.com 
 

 

 

Pam James and the Dakota James 
Foundation were very helpful to 
me and my family after my nephew 
went missing on 11/3/18.  We were 
not receiving cooperation or help 
from local police departments, so 
we took to social media and 
contacted Pam James for 
help.  She responded immediately 
and posted my nephew’s photo 
and description. He was found a 
few hours later.  We believe the 
many shares of Pam James’ post 
regarding my nephew aided in his 
safe return.  Many thanks to Pam 
and the Dakota James Foundation 
for the good work they are doing! 
  ~Luci Arnett Brieve 
 

 

http://www.dakotajamesfoundation.com/

